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The prothorax is long and the median segment is well
developed. The wings are often reduced or absent in the
female, and sometimes in the male. The venation varies
considerably: in some forms the cells are well marked and in
others there may be only two small veins not extending more
than one-fourth of the length of the fore-wing. The hind-wings
usually have no veins at all, except a subcostal, and the
lower margin near the base is frequently lobed. The abdomen
is of seven to eight segments, and the petiole is very short.

The Bethylidaz, so far as is known, are all parasitic in
habits.

They have been bred from various Lepidopterous and
Coleopterous larvae: some species attack the larvae of wood-
boring beetles, and others have been found in ants' nests,
where they are probably parasitic on the larvse of myrmico-
philous insects.

J. J. Kieffer has monographed the Bethylidce in Genera
Insectorum, Pasc. 76 (1908).

They are of no economic importance.

DEYINIDJE.
Female with the fore-leg modified to form a pincer.
The Dryinidce are found chiefly in Europe, North America,
and Australia. A few species have been recorded from Asia
and Africa.
The antennae are ten-jointed, usually filiform, and not
infrequently clubbed. The wings are often pigmented and
sometimes reduced or altogether absent. The hind-wings
often have a lobe. With the exception of the genus Aphelopus
the fifth joint of the tarsus is modified in the female to form a
pincer. The trochanters are not divided. The abdomen
consists of eight segments, the petiole being very short. The
ovipositor of the female is not external.
The Dryinidce are all parasitic in habits;   a few   species                |
have been found in ants' nests, but their life-history is not clear,                '>
most live at the expense of the Homopterous families Ful-                ;j
goridce and Jassidce.    The   female  holds  the Homopterous                fj
nymph with its pincers and proceeds to deposit its eggs in the